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HENDERSON ENVIRONMENTAL CENTRE 

Statement by Member for Carine 
MR A. KRSTICEVIC (Carine) [12.50 pm]: Earlier this year I spoke in the house about the natural reserves 
that exist in my electorate of Carine. At that time I mentioned Star Swamp, a fantastic reserve of 96 hectares 
located in the middle of suburbia. Today I would like to talk a little more about the Henderson Environmental 
Centre located at Star Swamp. The Henderson Environmental Centre was made possible by seed funding 
provided by Mrs Joyce Brushfield, who donated $150 000 towards building the centre—nearly a third of its cost. 
The centre was in fact named after her family. It opened in April 2001 and has been a valuable resource to the 
community. However, there is no doubt that its true value has never been truly explored, due to a number of 
factors. To start with, the centre has limited opening hours, and is unstaffed; this means it cannot be easily 
accessed by the community. It still has limited facilities, and not enough people know that the centre exists. 
These problems were brought to my attention by keen environmentalists in the area, who would like to see the 
Henderson Environmental Centre expand its activities. I have joined with them, as has the federal member for 
Stirling, Mr Michael Keenan, to work with the City of Stirling to find ways to make the centre a greater success. 
I and others in the working group truly believe that this could be a fantastic resource, particularly for schools in 
the area. We want to provide a regional facility that will educate our young people about the importance of the 
environment. To do this, we will need to employ a full-time education officer to run the centre and provide eco-
discovery activities and education that will fit into the school curriculum. This is a marvellous possibility, but 
will of course require significant funding and a great deal of hard work. I hope I can count on the house for its 
support. 
 


